78               WITH THE FRENCH AIR FORCE
was miserable for the rest of the evening, torn between
his conscience and his desire to go up. The idea of
interviewing me after I had returned from the expedition
did not appeal to him. In fact he was so gloomy that
we decided that some way round the problem must be
found. I suggested that he should say that he had flown
in a reconnaissance 'plane and describe what he saw.
He thought this was possible and cheered up consider-
ably. The difficulty was that the Colonel did not want
him to go up, because he thought there might be com-
plications over it We went into the mess and had a
very pleasant dinner. The Colonel came from the
Ardennes, where his squadron had continually bombed
German troop concentrations during the break-through
on the Meuse in the middle of May. For the third^
time his old father of 76 had seen the Germans invade
France. He had been there in 1870, 1914 and 1940.
Francois was revenging from the air an age-old feud
between the two peoples. He was delighted that he
had been the first French pilot to bomb a German town,
after the enemy had bombed Nancy and other places
in France.
** Why we weren't allowed to do it before, I don't
know ! " he said. " I was told to bomb the air-field
outside the town and return, but I wasn't going to come
back without bombing the town as well!"
He had become a well-known character to the Germans
and had on several occasions been the subject of bitter
attacks on the German wireless. It is a pity that orders
were aot disobeyed more often in this way.